Reactive and degenerative changes of tissues surrounding a brain tumor.
We report here immunohistochemical and ultrastructural studies of the pattern of brain degeneration being a consequence of the presence of brain tumors. Robust microglial reaction with upregulation of MHC II type antigens within and around the brain tumor were seen along with the purely degenerative phenomena like neuroaxonal dystrophy (NAD) and myelin dilatation ("ballooning"). The reaction was monotonous and independent of the histological type of the brain tumor.